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   Starr-Gennett Legacy Concerts bring Class Acts to Richmond  

Lingle Auditorium at the new 
Reid Hospital once again 
hosted a big crowd for an-
other outstanding ensemble of 
musicians at our recent Octo-
ber 9, 2009, Gennett Legacy 
Concert.  This night we fea-
tured Ed Polcer on cornet and 
Mark Shane on piano.  The 
other top-flight musicians 
joining in were Frank Tate on 
bass, Kevin Dorn on drums, 
and Australian Adrian Cun-
ningham on reeds. 
 
The first Gennett Legacy con-
cert was held in Lingle Audi-
torium in March of 2009 and 
featured Mark Shane, Jon-

Erik Kellso, Dan Levinson, 
Christian Berg, and Jim Les-
lie. The auditorium was 
standing room only!  What a 
terrific night of live music. 
 
The concert series has 
brought current jazz notables 
to Richmond for spectacular 
and intimate musical settings 
showcasing the classical 
songs from the Gennett cata-
log.   Starr-Gennett Founda-
tion partners with Reid Hos-
pital and Health Care to bring 
these concerts to Richmond.   
 
Lingle Auditorium has out-
standing acoustics, making it 
an ideal place to see and hear 
these musicians in the Gen-
nett Legacy concert series.          
Reid Hospital also offers din-
ner discounts in their restau-
rant for Gennett Legacy ticket
-holders on concert night.  
Many folks come early, have 
dinner, and join the featured 

musicians for an informal 
chat in the auditorium prior to 
concert time. 
 
We are planning two or three 
more Gennett Legacy con-
certs in the coming year.  The 
Xavier University Swing Se-
ries in Cincinnati brings ma-
jor artists close to our area, 
and we have worked with the 
university to bring these mu-
sicians to Richmond to play 
before or after their Cincin-
nati performances.  It’s not 
hard to convince them: with a 
selection of Gennett greats 
like Fletcher Henderson, Bix 
Beiderbecke, Coleman Haw-
kins, and Hoagy Carmichael, 
having a chance to play this 
music with—and for—other 
enthusiasts is a choice gig.  
    
Look for upcoming informa-
tion about our next Gennett 
Legacy concert at Lingle 
Auditorium—don’t miss it! 

Ed Polcer Quintet on stage. 

Starr-Gennett Gallery on the Move  
Our gallery and gift shop are 
now open at our new loca-
tion—Richmond Furniture 
Gallery on Ft. Wayne Ave-
nue.  The Starr-Gennett mer-
chandise display windows are 
placed about midway along 
the Furniture Gallery’s front-
face, and you can get to the 
shop through the main doors. 
 
Roger Richert, Richmond 
Furniture Gallery’s owner 
and a Starr-Gennett Founda-
tion board member, is excited 
about the new addition to his 
history-packed store. “We’re 
re-painting our entire store to 
get ready for this!” Richert 
says.  The Starr-Gennett gal-
lery will now be open 7 days 
a week at the same hours as 
the Richmond Furniture Gal-

lery, and Richert and his staff 
are pleased to incorporate 
Starr-Gennett into their store.  
All sales proceeds will con-
tinue to benefit the Starr-
Gennett Foundation.   
 
Appropriately, the new gal-
lery features some new com-
memorative items.  For start-
ers there’s a limited edition T
-shirt designed by local 
graphic artist Michele 
Walker.  She wanted the look 

to be contemporary and a bit 
edgy, while emphasizing  
Gennett’s Record’s role in 
introducing new artists and 
new sounds that would soon 
become “mainstream.”  Thus 
the     “Original Indie Label”  
T-shirt design was born.  A 
black shirt with a white de-
sign of paint spatters and 
swirls, it stands out as a testa-
ment to the wearer’s Starr-
Gennett pride!   
 

For history buffs, we 
have reprinted a set 
of six historical 
postcards that illus-
trate the journey 
musicians would 
have taken from the 
train   depot   to   the 
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History      PAGE FOUR 

The Starr Company of Canada, Part II 
By Betty Minaker Pratt 
 
(Appearing in the Winter 2009 
edition, Part I outlined the 
formation and rapid expan-
sion of Starr Canada under 
the leadership of its founders, 
J. A. Croden and Wilfred D. 
Stevenson.  A prohibitive Ca-
nadian tariff on imported 
manufactured goods enacted 
in 1918 caused them to estab-
lish Canadian facilities for 
producing Starr phonographs.  
The story resumes with an 
account of how Starr-labeled 
records were supplied.) 
 
Records made in Canada were 
supplied by Herbert Berliner, 
who had moved some dis-
carded record presses from the 
Berliner Montreal factory to 
his new Compo record factory 
in Lachine, Quebec, and by 
May, 1919, began pressing 
American Starr-Gennett mas-
ters in Lachine for Starr Can-
ada.  The following year, 
Croden visited England and 
Europe, returning with 
"mothers" to be pressed by 
Compo for Starr. 
 
The newly formed Starr Com-
pany of Canada quickly 
gained a subsidiary, Starr Pho-
nograph Company of Quebec, 
under the supervision of 
Roméo Beaudry, an important 
figure in the early production 
of Francophone recordings in 
Canada.  He distributed Fran-
cophone records on Starr and 
Compo labels in Quebec prov-
ince starting in the summer of 
1920. 
 
Early Starr labels were printed 
with a large "Gennett" logo, 
surrounded by a scrolled 
hexagon, and "Starr Co. of 
Canada, London, Ont." in gold 
lettering at the top.  Steven 
Barr, author of The Almost 
Complete 78 rpm Record Dat-

ing Guide, has written a label 
dating guide with matrix num-
bers and a general company 
history of both U.S. Gennetts 
and Starr/Compo in Canada  
(pp. 48, 161). He describes 
how “Starr” grew to be the 
favorite printed name on the 
Canadian label.  (Also see The 
Virtual Gramophone at http://
www.collectionscanada.com.) 

Starr Co. of Canada label 
 
If we could walk into the Starr 
store in London, Ontario be-
tween the years 1917 and 
1924, we might meet a few 
young musicians such as the 
Lombardo brothers who fre-
quented Dundas Street at the 
time.  We might also say hello 
to Melville Standfield of To-
ronto, who started as a travel-
ing salesman with Starr [APN 
Jul-Oct., 2006, “Standfield-
MacPherson Company Phono-
graphs….”]. 
 
 In 1917, Standfield was re-
cruited by the London office 
to establish Starr Canada 
agencies in Western Ontario.  
In 1918, he traveled to British 
Columbia.  By the spring of 
1920, Starr Canada stores ap-
peared in all major cities from 
the west coast to the Maritime 
Provinces, and in September 
the firm was elevated to char-
ter status, becoming the Starr 
Company of Canada, Limited.  
By March, 1922, at the height 
of the company’s record sales, 
there were 101 Starr dealer-
ships in Toronto alone. 

Croden and Stevenson were 
very busy dispatching travel-
ing salesmen such as Stand-
field, D. S. Cluff and J. W. 
Caswell (formerly of White 
Sewing Machine Co.) to all 
corners of the country.  They 
unloaded boxcars of Starr 
equipment shipped to London 
from Indiana, and developed 
the Starr record pressing busi-
ness with Herbert Berliner in 
Montreal. 
 
On April 28, 1922, a disas-
trous fire in the Starr Canada 
warerooms on Dundas Street 
resulted in a massive sell-off 
of damaged goods [Toronto 
Daily Star, May 19, 1922, p. 
10].  That setback may have 
induced a reversal of the com-
pany’s fortunes.  In 1923, the 
Starr Company of Canada, 
Limited, converted from a 
private to a public company 
[Indiana Historical Society/
courtesy of Richard Green], 
and John Croden left to open a 
real estate firm in London 
[London Free Press, Jan. 20, 
1950, p. 21]. 
 
In 1924, Starr Canada started 
to liquidate its stock and as-
sets [letter from George 
Welsh, Starr Richmond, Jan. 
26, 1926].  That same year, 
Wilfred Stevenson briefly 
became vice-president of the 
Starr Piano Company in Rich-
mond, Indiana [CMTJ, Feb. 
1924, p. 78].  He was the first 
non-Gennett to be made an 
officer of Starr Indiana after 
Henry Gennett became its 
president. 
 
Between 1926 and 1929, John 
E. Roberts moved the Starr of 
Canada headquarters from 
Dundas Street to a smaller 
office at 410 Rectory Street in 
London and was in charge 
while the remaining stock was 
sold off.  In January, 1926, 

Stevenson became manager of 
Sun Records in Toronto 
[CMTJ, Jan. 1926, p. 24]. 
 
The Starr Piano Company’s 
Canadian subsidiaries do not 
appear to have remained under 
the supervision of the com-
pany headquarters in Rich-
mond beyond 1925, when the 
Compo Company bought the 
Canadian Starr label. The 
Starr record label continued to 
flourish in Canada after the 
Richmond firm discontinued it 
in the U.S.A. in 1925. 
 
Compo used the Starr label 
until ca. 1951-1952 when Her-
bert Berliner sold the name to 
Decca. But recordings from 
the Starr and Apex catalogue 
continued until 1959.  (See 
The Virtual Gramophone at 
www.collectionscanada.com.) 
 
Betty Minaker Pratt is a 
graduate in Museum Studies 
from the University of To-
ronto, where an interest in the 
history of Canadian piano and 
phonograph factories began. 
Along with Bill Pratt, a Cana-
dian Antique Phonograph 
Society (CAPS) executive, she 
has continued this interest 
thanks to 30 years of collabo-
ration with CAPS members. 
Their collections and their 
technical and musical knowl-
edge have provided the foun-
dation for ongoing original 
research. 
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Join Us! 
If you like what you see 
of our work, please con-
sider joining or rejoin-
ing the Foundation. 
Sign up and make your 
membership donation  
conveniently online. 
Click “Membership” on 
our homepage to begin. 




